                                                                                                                                 January 25, 2011


Dear Mr. and Mrs. ______________, 

I am writing in regards to my conservation and farming efforts with wild American ginseng. I am a recent graduate from Western Carolina University, and my wife and I have recently purchased a home that adjoins your property on Folly Road. I am aware that your tract of land is under conservancy, which is why I felt that you may be interested in promoting my endeavor.

I have been digging wild ginseng in Nantahala National Forest for two years with proper permitting, while practicing good stewardship to preserve this species. I have read a few studies in which have shown that ginseng berries properly sown have a germination rate of 55%-75% versus that of natural reproduction at 0.6%.  I primarily deal with propagating ginseng in a wild-simulated manner. This method is entirely non-invasive to any surrounding environment near the planting site, and would only involve ¾ of an acre at most. This involves raking back the leaves on the desired site, sowing the seed, and raking the leaves over the sown area. The seed is then left alone for nature to take its course for a minimum of 8 years until harvest. Harvest for ginseng is limited to September-October in North Carolina by law. At this time, mature plants are dug by hand, dried, and sold. The juvenile plants are left to grow for harvest in following seasons, and the seeds are gathered and sown across areas where wild populations cease to exist. I feel that farming small areas of ginseng can produce enough profit and harvestable seed to repopulate an entire valley in 10 years time.

 The issue with spending a large amount of time and money on planting a sizeable stand on public land, is that poaching is a widespread problem with the plant. The root’s value and lack of security on public lands have recently driven the plant onto the endangered species list. I recently obtained permission from David Brown, who is the DuPont State Forest supervisor, to begin my conservation efforts on the forest land. David told me that he was only aware of one location in the forest that had a few plants due to heavy poaching. I intend to pursue planting a few stands in DuPont State Forest, but would like to channel my efforts to a planting site that I can keep a better eye on, such as one nearby my home.
The reason for me writing is that wild ginseng is very picky where it grows. In order for ginseng to grow, a northern facing mountain that has roughly 70-80% shade, with soil high in calcium content is necessary. The view I have from my house reveals many potential planting sites on your land. I am looking for your permission to pursue this endeavor on your land adjacent to my house. In return, I will promise to not only grow a small stand for myself, but repopulate your entire valley that faces Folly Rd over the next 10-15 years. By law, I am not able to plant ginseng on your land, or step foot on your land for that matter, without written permission to do so; In NC, poaching ginseng on private land is a class D felony. I seek to gain written permission for a minimum of ten years so that I will have a chance to harvest at least what I have planted in the first year.

  I have no intention to perform any other activities on your land other than that which is related to my wild ginseng conservation and farming efforts. I promise to only use the amount of land that I have previously specified and no more. Please understand that I completely respect your decision should you not desire to let me plant on your land, and I want to thank you for your time in considering this matter.

Sincerely, Zachary Hunsader

Please send response to: 23 Cats Den Dr Apt. 632 Cullowhee, NC 28723

